it as the key of Paradise. But if the paradise be a fool's paradise, as
it must be when its materials are imaginary, then it must not be
made the foundation of a State, and must be classed with ano-
dynes, opiates, and anaesthetics. It is not for nothing that the
fanatically religious founders of the new Russia dismissed the
^eligion p£ the .Greek Church as "dope." That is precisely what
a religion becomes when it is divorced from reality. It is useful
to ambitious rulers in corrupt political systems as a sedative to
popular turbulence (that is why the tyrant always makes much of
the priest); but in the long run civilization must get back to
honest reality or perish.
At present one party is keeping the Bible in the clouds in
the name of religion, and another is trying to get rid of it alto-
gether in the name of Science. Both names are so recklessly taken
in vain that a Bishop of Birmingham once warned his flock that
the scientific party is drawing nearer to Christ than the Church
congregations. I, who am a sort of unofficial Bishop of Every- i
where, have repeatedly warned the scientists that the Quakers
are fundamentally far more scientific than the official biologists.
In this confusion I venture to suggest that we neither leave the
Bible in the clouds nor attempt the impossible task of suppressing
it. Why not simply bring it down to the ground, and take it for
what it really is?
To maintain good humor I am quite willing to concede to
my Protestant friends that the Bible in the clouds was sometimes
turned to good account in the struggles to maintain Protestant
Freethought (such as it was) against the Churches and Empires.
The soldier who had his Bible in one hand and his weapon
in the other fought with the strength of ten under Cromwell,
William of Orange, and Gustavus Adolphus. The very old-
fashioned may still permit themselves a little romance about
the Huguenots at La Rochelle, the psalm of the Ironsides at
Dunbar, the ships that broke the boom and relieved the siege of
Londonderry, and even about Dugald Dalgetty. But the struggle
between Guelph and Ghibelline is so completely over that in
the 1914-18 war the ministers of the Guelph king did not
7

